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COMING EVENTS
Feb 26-Mar 2 SAR Management Course, Port Angeles, Olympic
National Park
March 7 Virginia Mason Hospital, Mountaineering Medical Program
March 8 Avalanche Recognition and Rescue Lecture, Applied
Physics Lab, University of Washington
March 11 Avalanche Rescue Field Trip, Alpental
March 12 King County SAR Assn., King County Courthouse
March 21 MRC Board of Trustees, King County Courthouse
April 4 Virginia Mason Hospital Mountaineering Medical Program
April 11 New Member Orientation,Applied Physics Lab, U of W
April 21-22 Washington State SAR Conference
May 19-20 MRC Spring Training, Technical Rescue and ELT Practice

Update on Proposed SAR Legislation

Two SAR-related bills are under consideration by the Washington
State Legislature (HB526 and HB527). These bills seek to modify
Washington State law RCW 38.52. The most important topics covered
in these bills include the following:

1) "Search and Rescue" will be defined to mean the"....acts of
searching for, rescuing, or recovering' by means of ground, marine,
land air activity, any person who becomes lost, injured, or is
killed while out-of-doors....."

2) Local responsibility for search and rescue will be legally vested
in the chief law enforcement offices (generally the Sheriff) of
each local political subdivision. In addition, the proposed
legislation seeks to give this officer the authority to restrict
access to search and rescue areas to only personnel authorized
by him/her. 1In MRC's opinion this is undesirable as well as
being redundant since a legally-responsible agent certainly has
the authority to take the steps necessary to disuade those who
would interfere with a SAR operation.







