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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Nov. 13-15 Nat'l Mtn. Rescue Assn. Board Meeting, Washington, D.C.

Nov. 18 Mountain Rescue Council Board Meeting, Sea-First Fifth Ave
Plaza Bldg., 7:30 PM

Dec. 14 King County SAR Assn., 7:30 PM, King County Public Works
Shops, 155 Monroe Avenue NE, Renton

Dec. 16 Mountain Rescue Council Board Meeting, Sea-First Fifth Ave
Plaza Bldg., 7:30 PM

Jan., 11 King County SAR Assn., 7:30 PM, King County Public Works
Shops, 155 Monroe Avenue NE, Renton

Jan. 20 Mountain Rescue Council Board Meeting, Sea-First Fifth Ave

.y Plaza Bldg., 7:30 PM

Feb. 8 King County SAR Assn., 7:30 PM, King County Public Works
Shops, 155 Monroe Avenue NE, Renton

Feb., 17 Mountain Rescue Council Board Meeting, Sea-First Fifth Ave
Plaza Bldg., 7:30 PM

Feb. 20 Washington Mountain Rescue Assn., 10:00 AM, address to be
announced, Everett, WA

HONORARY MEMBER OME DAIBER'S 80TH BIRTHDAY

Some 200 friends of Ome and Matie packed a room at The Mountaineers
clubrooms on Sunday, November lst, to show their affection and respect for
our founder and best-known member. Perhaps 35 or 40 MRC members were
among the throng, which included all of the founders of MRC and five of
our honorary membeérs. The nostalgic program was highlighted by a slide
presentation on highlights of Ome's 1life by Dee Molenaar and a rare
showing of MRC's first safety film, The Mountains Don't Care, by Ira
Spring, who filmed it south of Cascade Pass in 1953 and 54. The film
features Ome and Matie sharing a lifetime of climbing and back-country
"smarts" with two (then) neophites, Sue and Jack Christiansen. The

evening was concluded with a touching tribute to Ome by his old friend and
companion, Dr. Otto Trott.

BOARD AND MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Seattle MRC has gained several new members since the last bulletin.
2 welcome Dr. Paul M. Skan, John Petroske and Carl J. Kaiyala. We also
welcome Don Slack, a transfer from Bellingham MRC with full Rescue status.
There have also been changes in the leadership of two key council
committees. Gayle Olcott has accepted the chair of the Training Committee
and Dave Shema becomes the head of the MRC Medics.
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87-13 - This number is withdrawn. P

87-16 - East McMillan Spire, Incident, July 2-3, 1987.

Mark Allaback, 26, of Santa Cruz, California, was in the lead at 0800
on East McMillan Spire in a narrow couloir which had a chockstone by-pass
on the left wall via an exposed ledge and face. The party, which included
MRC member Russ Kroeker and Dr. John Roper, was unroped on this class 4
pitch. Mark, an experienced rock climber, was only moderately capable on
SNow. He gained 50 feet rapidly, arriving above the chockstone at the
beginning of 60° snow. The snow accepted 3" deep steps with a soft layer

2" deep. Mark was followed by Dr. Roper who arrived at the snow as Mark
climbed quickly 30' up the gully where both steps broke out and his ice
axe shaft rotated out of a shallow placement. He fell over backwards,
cartwheeled down 25', stopping on the right (S) wall. He sustained a

sprain of the right foot and a simple spiral fracture of the fibula 3"
below the knee.

Russ Kroeker had his portable "ham" set with him and was able to
contact a Seattle operator and set up a timely phone patch to the Whatcom
Sheriff's office. The North Cascades National Park was notified, and an
attempt to make the pickup was made by Rangers Jerry Lee and John Dittli
with Hi-Line Helicopters from Marblemount, but they had to return
unsuccessfully at 2035 because of fading light. Radio communications were
excellent with the frequencies reported by Russ through the sheriff to the
park. The next morning the weather was marginal, and the pickup was not
attempted until Russ radioed the park that the weather was good at the
pick-up site at 1700 on the 3rd. The party was reached via Goodell Creek~
and all members were evacuated by 2130. )

MRC Personnel, 1; Man-hours, 37; Miles, none.

87-17 - The Brothers, Alert, July 26, 1987.

On July 25th an independent party of five was climbing The Brothers.
At 4:10 PM David S. Stempleman, 23, of Seattle, was struck by rockfall. A
large rock had been dislodged by one of his companions. The rock struck a
buttress and shattered, one piece ricocheted into Stempleman who was well
out of the fall-line in a presumably safe location. Stempleman was
briefly unconscious, then semi-conscious and incoherant with blood
discharging from his nose. A small basal skull laceration was located at
the hairline.

Steve McCarthy and Jeff Hellinger started out for help at 5:20 PM and .
eventually contacted a Mason County deputy sheriff, while Tim Backman and
Stephen Schleh stayed with Dave. Olympic National Park was contacted just
after midnight, and shortly thereafter a Jefferson County deputy sheriff
was 1in touch with the other agencies about jurisdiction. It was
determined that the scene was in the park, and District Ranger George
Bowen took charge. He started a hasty team of park personnel who were
based at Staircase up the Lena Lake trail at 3:30 AM, including an EMT and
communications equipment, Olympic Mountain Rescue was reached and
dispatched a team of five to the ‘trailhead ready to be flown to the
summit. An additional twenty members of Clallam County Search and Rescue,
Jefferson County Search and Rescue and Kitsap County ESAR reported to base
to help with a carryout if required. Dave Sicks of OMR reached Seattlex
MRC at 3:30 AM and told us we might be needed. Al Errington and Pett
Bustanoby decided not to put anyone on standby until they had further
information,
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_ 87-17 - The Brothers, Alert, July 26, 1987. (Continued)

o At 6:30 AM an Eagle Air contract bird flew the OMR team to the 6400'
level and they traversed to the victim. Shortly after 7:30 the victim was
examined, found to be stable and conscious though immobile, and he was
placed in a sleeping bag and a Cascade litter for evacuation. Additional
Olympic Nat'l Park and Jefferson SAR climbers arrived, and a 1lift and
traverse took the subject to a landing =zone for the hoist. A MAST
helicopter made a successful hoist about 11:30 and David was taken to
Harborview, Eagle Air flew the rescue teams out and support personnel
retrieved the climber's equipment. The Seattle MRC alert was cancelled.

Stempleman sustained a hairline fracture of the skull with temporary
impaired vision and a small cranial hemotoma. He has since recovered
completely. He would probably not have been injured had he been wearing a
helmet. There have now been two major rockfall accidents in two years in
approximately the same location. Park personnel warn that the whole
summit area is loaded with rotten rock and hard hats are a must for safety.

Seattle MRC personnel, 2; Man-hours, 1l; Miles, none.

87-18 - Williams Lake (near Dutch Miller Gap), Rescue, July 31lst and

August 1st, 1987.

At 1:30 PM on July 31st a State Patrol dispatcher contacted Matie
Daiber on behalf of the Washington State Game Department. Matie passed
the call on to Al Errington who questioned the game department employee at
Williams Lake by radio through the dispatcher. He was told that Bryan
Cooley, 15, of North Bend, had injured his leg with an axe and was at that

_time slipping into hypothermia. Another 'teen was also hypothermic about

“vne mile in from the trailhead. It was raining heavily. Al volunteered
to contact the King County Police and initiate action. He then offered
the services of MRC to the KCP to help resolve the problem.

A MRC fast response team left later in the afternoon with Paul LeRoy
bringing the truck and acting as Base OL. ESAR was called to help with
the carryout. Al Errington and Tim O'Brien jogged in to the subject,
examined him, and bivouaced for the night under clearing skies. The
subject was resting comfortably in a sleeping bag inside a tent. The
other hypothermia victim had been helped out the trail earlier. In the
morning the axe injury was rebandaged and the subject was moved to a
landing zone by a joint MRC/ESAR team and evacuated by a MAST helicopter.

Seattle MRC participants included Matie Daiber, Al Errington, Ann
Errington, Tim O'Brien, Paul LeRoy, Gayle Olcott, Al McGuire, Bill Davis
and Gordon Adams.

Seattle MRC personnel, 9; Man—hours, 152; Miles, 300.

87~-19 - Kutscherla Lake, Altai Mountains, Siberia, USSR, Incident,
August 6-13, 1987.

Don Goodman provides us with this report.

On August 6th a Russian climber (name unknown) became incapacitated
by hemorrhoids in a remote area of the Siberian Altai north of Kutscherla
Lake. This area is reached via a 30-mile trail up the Kutscherla River
from the village of Tjungur.

I was participating in a Soviet sponsored climbing camp in the Akkem
_Valley to the east of Kutscherla. Poor weather had been preventing a
“elicopter evacuation of the incapacitated climber for several days. Our

camp doctor (a high ranking Soviet military man equivalent to a U. S. Rear
Admiral) decided to walk to the site, a three day journey. I think he was
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87-19 - Kutscherla Lake, Altai Mountains, Siberia, USSR, Incident,

-
August 6-13, 1987. (Continued) _ _ _ U=
rather bore at the camp, having spent most of his time honing his

surgical skills as camp butcher and chief meat cutter. He left Camp Altai
on the 8th.

I was interested in the Kutscherla Lake area so when the weather
broke and a chopper came to Camp Altail on the 10th to pick up the rescue
team I volunteered. We climbed out of the Akkem Valley in the Soviet
built MI-8 with eight people on board. Well above Kutscherla Lake (1780
meters), at about 3,000 meters, the pilot indicated he had mechanical
problems and he would have to off-load weight. We landed somewhere in the
Kutscherla Valley at about 1,000 meters. We were all off-loaded except
for two of the rescue team.

It took us one day to walk to the site of the injured climber only to

find that he had been flown out by the chopper the day before. ihe
chopper had also picked up our camp doctor who had arrived at the site
only minutes before the chopper arrived. We spent an additional two days

wandering back to our camp in the Akkem Valley.
‘ Seattle MRC Personnel, l; hours, unknown; miles, none.

87-20 - Taylor River, Rescue, August 14-15, 1987,

Josephine Anderson, 53, of North Bend, fractured the tibia-fibula in
her right leg at 9:30 AM on August l4th while descending from Dream Lake
with her husband and brother-in-law. She heard a distinct "snap" when it
occurred. Her companions splinted it with sticks and electrical tape and
they continued the descent by having Josephine slide in a sitting positio="
down to a streambed. Here her husband went out for help while her brothe:r
in law stayed with her.

MRC, ESAR and 4X4 Rescue were paged by the King County Police at 3:00
PM and requested to report to Ken's Truck Stop. An advance team of Al
Errington, Russ Kroeker and Tim O'Brien reached the subject Jjust before
8:00 PM. Following the physical exam she was resplinted with an ensolite
pad and cloth rollers. By 10:30 PM a sizeable team had arrived and
evacuation began down the streambed and then through heavy timber to the
abandoned Taylor River road where a wheeled 1litter could be used.
Progress was slow and difficult in the darkness down the fast flowing
stream. They reached the road just before 3:00 AM and were back at base
at 4:45 where Josephine was transported by ambulance to the hospital.

Seattle MRC participants: In-Town, telephone and communications; Al
McGuire, Matie Daiber, Joyce Butchart, Marian Alloway, Harriet Goldis and
Bill Rengstorf. Base, field and truck; Chris Madden, Al Errington, Tim
O'Brien, Russ Kroeker, Bill Davis, Pete Bustanoby, Ken Small, Roger
Heather, Mark Dale, Linda Wachter, Diane Hoff, Marty Lentz, Jon Noll,
Howard Langeveld and Tim McGruder.

Seattle MRC personnel, 21; Man-hours, 210; Miles, 950.

87-21 - Mt. Rainier, Disappointment Cleaver, Incident, August 23, 1987

Gordon Pfister reports this wierd tale:

At 1:20 on the morning of the 23rd I 1left Muir for the summit.
During the next several hours from time to time I could see the last
member of the party ahead of ours. He had an alpine stalk instead of a™
ice axe, seemed to have no pack or headlamp and was wearing a construction
type hardhat. We had already crossed a number of small crevasses when we
caught up with them at a rest stop. 1 was dismayed to discover that he
was not roped up, and was not really a member of the preceeding group. He
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87-21 - Mt. Rainier, Disappointment Cleaver, Incident, August 23, 1987
=, (Continued)
—was just walking behind them so that he could see by their lights. I told

him of my concern about his lack of equipment. He informed me that he had

climbed the mountain 10 years ago and would "do OK." To his credit, in
spite of having smooth soled boots, he had been having no difficulty with
footing and was making very adequate progress. As we climbed higher 1

continued to think of what might happen and again told him of my concern.
His alpine stalk turned out to be a six-foot section of aluminum tubing,
he had no food, water, extra clothing, crampons or other equipment of any
type. He had not checked in with the ranger staff at Paradise or Muir.
My strong recommendation that he not go further was responded to with a
few quiet, polite but irrelevant words and on he went.

The first red streaks of dawn found us at the top of Disappointment
Cleaver. A large group of people were resting including our seemingly
unconcerned climber., While I was putting on some extra clothing I saw him
roll from a sitting position onto his hands and knees with his face
literally in the dirt. Many people looked his way and there were more
than a few comments about ill prepared climbers and people that shouldn't
be on the mountain but no one moved to his assistance. Frankly, my own
feelings were very similar. I decided, however, that we were on the brink
of very serious trouble unless something was done quickly, and so went to
his aid.

The patient was shivering strongly and made no response to my initial
guestions. He would follow directions but generally stayed in a tight
fetal posture, Initial physical exam found only that he was cold and
thirsty. I got him into all my extra clothing and covered him with my

“\space blanket. Sips of water were vomited back up immediately. Over the
‘next 20 minutes perhaps a half cup of fluid was retained. During that
time I learned that the patient was a 58 year old who had hitch-hiked from
Puyallup to Paradise the previous day without telling anyone of his
destination. His last drinks were from the creeks above Paradise 12 hours
earlier and he had not eaten for over 20 hours.

Medical history revealed nothing of significance. His responses to
guestions were brief but rational. There was very little emotional
effect. There was no "thank you" or "Don't bother me" or "I'll be
allright,"” Questions about why he was here with no equipment met with
answers that were calm and articulate but didn't have anything to to with
the question! He had climbed to Muir and fallen asleep outside the hut
sitting against someone's pack. When they got up to start climbing, he
just followed them up the mountain.

I met with the ranger who was now in the area and he contacted
Paradise to notify them of the situation and to have them contact the
home. Suddenly the patient, who had been laying on his stomach for some
time, gave a short cry of pain and clutched the left side of his chest.
In the time it took me to cover the 8 foot distance that separated us, I
had reviewed our chances of doing successful CPR and found them very poor.
He continued, however, to roll over and sat up producing from the left
chest pocket of his light jacket - a Rubic's Cube. He proceeded to
demonstrate any number of twists and turns for achieving patterns of color
that were largely unappreciated by the concerned but rather mystified
climbers around him.

. Within a total of about an hour we had been able to get the patient

.0 eat and drink and keep it down. Generally he seemed, except for the
very vague answers to "why?" to be in fairly good condition. We

determined that the patlent could walk down roped with myself and another
climber as belayers.






