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FROM THE EDITOR

2001 was one of the busiest years ever in the history of Seattle Mountain Rescue with 50 missions
through October 2001. With two months left in this year there could still be several more. An average year
for missions is usually around 32. Thanks to the addition of the RAD team, SMR was able to get involved
in several missions which required quick response that normally would be over before SMR could field a
team, due to the delay in the callout system.

The RAD team (Rapid Alpine Deployment) was started in the year 2000 as a pilot program with
the intention of deploying rescue teams in vehicles that basically cruised the I-90 corridor from North Bend
to Snoqualmie Pass to be available within 15 minutes of any traithead in the event of a mission.

For the year 2001, SMR was able to field a 2 man team each weckend from Memorial day to
Labor day. During this period the RAD team participated in 8 missions, 7 missions as reported in this issue
of the Bergtrage. In all cases these missions were generated directly from the RAD team monitoring
emergency radio transmissions. )

The success of the RAD team was largely due to the efforts of Doug Caley who recruited
SMR personnel, acquired a used Ford Expedition as a RAD team vehicle (to be sold at the end of the
season) and kept the whole operation running like clockwork.

SMR also recruited 5 new members since the last issue of the Bergtrrage (July 2001). These new
members are: Colin Sterr, Michael Arnold, Ryan McMackin, Stephen Broscheid and Nick Rathbone.

Dave Rusho

In Memory of Roy Etten

I don’t know when Roy died but the memorial was on Saturday, October 13, 2001.

When we put the Olympic Mountain Rescue Unit together back in 1956 or 1957 or so we all
agreed that it was going to be an integral part of the Mountain Rescue Council. That didn’t hold over the
long haul but it held for 25 years of so. Roy was the first elected Chairman of Olympic and served for
several years. He was a very active climber and rescuer, bagging fifteen or twenty peaks every year and
taking pait in every rescue unless something absolutely prevented it. As the co-owner ofa smail
supermarket he was able to get away unless his partner was out of town. Iwould guess that during his time
in Bremerton he took part in 85 or 90% of the missions that Olympic had.

I climbed with Roy more than any other single climber. We climbed at least 50 or 60 peaks
together, about equally divided between the Olympics and the Cascades.

Roy had been suffering from Parkinson’s Disease for some years, but I only just heard about this
and don’t know what the cause of death was. Hardly anyone ever dies of Parkinson’s—it just weakens
them until they die of something else.

As the chairman of Olympic, Roy was a member of the MRC (Seattle) board and was an active
participant.

George Sainsbury.

Dates to Remember
November General Meeting at CCMI at 7PM November 15, 2001

Annual Banquet at Ivar’s Salmon House February 8, 2002



Bergtrage November 2001-—Missions

2001—23—June 23, 2001, Scenic Hotsprmgs rescue

Officer Ed Christian paged OL at 0135 to assist with the evacuation of a smgle male subject with a
broken leg from Scenic Hot springs near Stevens Pass. Details were sketchy, but the report indicated that
the subject had crawled into another party’s camp. Base was established on Highway 2 at milepost 59. The
initial SMR page was sent at approximately 0150. The subject was evacuated to the road at 0415. Officer
Christian indicated that all SMR personnel were out of the field at 0515.

SMR participants: Mike Anderson (ITOL), Bob Ricker and Chris Gledt (Field)

SMR personnel: 3, Manhours: 12, Mlleage 320

2001—24—July 1, 2001—Missing Hiker on Mt. Si. (RAD Team)

SMR RAD team members, John Clouse and A_J. Ritter were dispatched by KC Sherlﬁ“ to look for a
missing hiker on Mt. Si on Sunday, at 1500. They were enroute when they were called back by the Com.
Center at 1510 and told that the missing hiker had walked out. The RAD team continued to the trailhead
anyway and made contact with the young hiker’s father at 1520 and made sure everything was okay. The
child had become separated from his group when they scaled the haystack. Nobody noticed until they
reached the parking lot. The child was about 2 hours overdue when the father called 911. As stated, the
child was fine. The father felt really bad, but was glad for the quick response time.

SMR participants: John Clouse and A.J. Ritter

SMR personnel: 2, Manhours: 0, Mileage: 0.

2001—25—July 4,2001—Lost Hikers on Guye Peak.

SMR was paged at 1942 from Officer Pete Sheridan, requesting RAD Team contact him to ass1st
“terrain confused” scramblers above Alpental at Snoqualmie Pass. SMR member Bill Davis responded to
Alpental at 2036 hours. Bill scanned the hiliside with binoculars trying to locate the two subjects. Finally
spotting them at 2055 hours up cave ridge trail on Guye Peak. Bill hiked up cave ridge trail for about %
mile and then traversed through brush to intercept them. After vocal contact, and then brush wacking for
10-12 minutes, Bill met up with the subjects and accompanied them down, coming out at the upper Alpental
Condo unit, and drove them back to their car located at the upper Alpental residental area. The subjects.
were quite thankful and somewhat embarrassed and reported that their cell phone battery had died sometime
before Davis spotted them preventing them from getting directions on a possible route down, -

SMR Participants: John Wick (ITOL), Bill Davis (Field)

SMR Personnel: 2, Manhours: 2.75, Miles: 62

2001—26—July 7,2001—Middle Fork Road, Head Injury (RAD Team)

SMR members Hutton and Bowman were on RAD team duty when a call was received for
response to an individual with a head injury near the Taylor Creek Bridge on the Middle Fork Road. (Middle
Fork of the Snoqualmie River). The RAD team responded to the call.

They rendezvoused with King Co. Deputy Morgan and Eastside Fire & Rescue at the Middle Fork
Campground, and met with the Reporting Party and got a little more information. Apparently, he along with
some companions had been Four Wheeling in the Goldmeyer Hot Springs area, when the injured party had
fallen out of the back of the truck and hit his head on the ground. The RAD team was directed to go further
up the road to rendezvous with the injured party who was being driven out by two companions.

The RAD team came in contact with the subject approximately 2 miles past the Taylor Creek
Bridge. Medical support from SPART did a cursory examination of the subject, a 22 year old male, and
determined that it was ok to continue transporting him to the Middle Fork campground. His 2 companions
had fashioned a bandage around his head, and although there was evidence of some bleeding, the head
wound appeared to be adequately treated.

The RAD team transported the subject to the Middle Fork campground where he was handed over
to Eastside Fire to transport to Overlake Hospital.

SMR Participants: Dong Hutton and Jeff Bowman

SMR personnel: 2, Manhours: 2, Mileage: 45

2001—27—July 25, 2001—Injured Hiker at Mason Lake

SMR was paged at 1340 to rescue a 7 year old hiker (Dan Scott) who had suffered a head injury,
2.5 miles up the Mason Lake Trail. The boy’s mother (Andrea Scott) had initiated the rescue by calling 911 -
on her cellphone. Caley, Rusho, Simpson, Ferguson, Prothman and Davis responded. Caley and Rusho
were the first SMR personnel to arrive at and leave the trailhead some 20 minutes behind a team of four
from the Snoqualmie Pass Fire Department, who were carrying a liter and wheel. Simpson left the traithead
a short time later with a team consisting of ESAR and SPART personnel. Caley and Rusho caught up with
the heavily laden fireman at the beginning of the boulder field and arrived at the outlet of Mason Lake at



1600 where the subject was waiting, He had tripped over a root and landed headfirst onto a sharp edge of a
log on the trail a short distance from the lake, sustaining a 4 inch gash on his forchead above the hairline.
He had bled profusely and was at first very drowsy. (His mother was advised by the 911 operator not to let
her son go to sleep). A bandage had been applied to the wound on his head and had stopped the bleedmg at
the time SMR arrived. SMR interviewed the subject, took his pulse (60) and looked for other injuries and
decided to wait for the Army Medic before examining the wound: At about 1610, a MAST Black Hawk
helicopter lowered a Medic to the subject, who examined him and replaced the bandage (at which time the
subject experienced extreme pain and vomited) and then decided that the subject should be airlifted to
Harborview. The Mast helicopter had flown over the area about an hour earlier but could not find Mason
Lake and had to return to Boeing Field to refuel. The subject was evacuated by helicopter at 1636. Caley,
Simpson and Rusho then hiked out with the subject’s mother. Meanwhile, Dr. Geoff Ferguson was bemg
held at Bandera airfield in case MAST would be in need of his assistance.

The subject was treated at Harborview, where he was x-rayed, had 17 stitches to close the wound
and sent home by 9 p.m. that evening, and was back hiking within 2 weeks. -

SMR Participants: Gordy Smith (ITOL), Gregg Prothman (Truck driver), Bﬂl Davis (Base OL)
Doug Caley (Field OL), Dave Simpson, Dr. Geoff Ferguson and Dave Rusho (F ield)

SMR Personnel: 7, Manhours 36, Mileage: 520.

2001--28—July 9, 2001—Rescue of Hikers on Pratt River Trail

KCP paged at approximately 0400 on 7/9/01 to assist in the search for two stranded female hikers
who were part of a party of 3 that had set out from the Talapus lake trailhead on 7/8/01. Their intent was to
pass Talapus Lake, descend the Pratt River drainage, and exit via the Middle Fork road, where they they had
left a second car. They were delayed due to poor trail and terrain conditions on the Pratt River side of their
route, reaching the junction with the Middle Fork after dark. The third member of their group became
separated from the other two while he was searching for a suitable site to ford the Middle Fork river. The
women were unwilling to cross the river at night, given that one of them was a non-swimmer. They had
agreed that the two women would bivouac on the south side of the river until 1000 the next day. The RP
successfully crossed the Middle Fork sometime before midnight, made his way toa phone and contacted
KCP at about 0300.

Anderson and Ferguson rendezvoused at Base. Camp on the Middle Fork Road, approxmately 2
miles downstream from: the junction of the Pratt with the Middle Fork. They joined a tcam of 3 ESAR and |
one SPART personnel, with ESAR providing base OL for the combined team of 6. The RP had previously
guided the SAR duty officer and a 4x4 driver to the point of exit of his crossing onto the Middle Fork Road.
The team was transporied to this point by 4x4, entering the field at 0700. The RP’s tracks, his discarded
apple core, and a lost walking stick were found as clues confirming the pomt of crossing. The team forded
the Middle Fork at this location, in water up to waist deep,

Guardian Two had been previously launched by the SAR duty officer, and estabhshed visual and
radio contact with the team at about 0730. Within a few minutes, the subjects and their campfire were
located visually by Guardian Two, and the pilot landed on a small gravel bar at the junction of the Pratt and
Middle Fork Rivers, approximately % mile upstream from the subjects bivouac site. One of the pilots -
waded/swam downstream to reach the subjects. The ground team continued downstream from their crossing .
point about a mile above the river’s junction, using a combination of wading in the river and traveling in
thick brush. Successfully avoiding swimming, they reached the subjects and wet pilot about 0830. -

The subjects were not inclined to ford the Middle Fork, so the team escorted the subjects and pilot
back to the helicopter. The subjects were then flown to a LZ on the Middle Fork road, where they were
picked up by 4x4 and transported back to base. The team re-crossed the Middle Fork just upstream from its
junction with the Pratt, gained the, road and were transported by 4x4 back to base.

SMR Participants: Marty Johnson and Gordon Smith (ITOL’s) :Mike Anderson, Geoff Ferguson
(Field), Doug Hutton (Standby).

SMR Personnel: 5, Manhours: 23, Mileage: 190.

2001—29—July 28,2001—Injured Wrist. (RAD Team) =

An approximately 30 year old male patient was patched through to the RAD team mobile phone
after calling 911, Apparently he had fallen near Alaska Lake while hiking. He and his Companion reached
1-90 in their vehicle and wanted to know which direction they should drive to the nearest hospital. We
suggested they head west and stop at milepost 40 where we were assisting with a broken military truck.
When they arrived the wrist was examined (probably broken) and splinted after the patient refused -
irrigation. The patient and companion then drove to Overlake Hospital. The RAD team consisted of 2 .
SMR, 2 SPART and 14x4 member,

SMR Participants: Allen Gerber, Chris Giedt

SMR Personnel: 2, Manhours: 1






