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05-01—January 6, 2005—Stevens Pass Ski Area, Missing Snowboarder

This mission was for a missing adolescent snowhoarder, Jeremy, a previous employee at the ski
area, who had been boarding all day with three buddies. He got separated and skied out of bounds down
Tunnel Creek towards the big bend in the road just before you head up the pass. He was aware of the
51000 fine for a rescue and started to run back up the hill to avoid the patrellers. He lost his board,
thrashed around in the alder, pot cold, and eventually surrendered. Two ski patrollers made voice contact
with him just as Allan Ellsworth from SMR arrived (the only SMR person to make it 1o base before the
turnaround). The subject walked out with the ski patrollers to the big tumn in the road and they got a ride
back up. The sheriff shut everything down just before they cleared the field. No field action for anyone in
SMR. Allan reports that it was a long, slow ride on snowy roads.

SMR Participants: Kecia Bruce (ITOL), Allan Ellsworth, Alasdai Turner, Tom Phillips and
Jeremy Cranford (Field)

05-02—January 7, 2005—John Wayne Trail near Rattlesnake Lake, Lost Hiker

SMR was paged at 2000 to respond to Rattlesnake Lake parking lot to help search for a hiker who
had lefi the John Wayne trail (abandoned railroad grade) near Boxley Creek heading north on a side trail
attemnpting to reach Christmas Lake and became benighted before he could find his way out. Christmas
Lake however was off to the west., Two teams searched in that area following several trails that branched
out from this main side trail. Team number one followed the left branch of the trail (going west) while
team number two continued on the right branch of the trail heading north. Team number two encountered
the subject (Dave) returning on this trail around 2200 and 4x4 picked him up on the John Wayme Trail and
transported him back to Base at Rattlesnake Lake via Exit 38,

SMR. Participants: Doug Hutton (ITOL), Seth Brothers (Base OL), Dave Rusho, Darren
Emmons, Bree Loeween, Gretchen Lentz, Jonas Bean, Karl Hangartner, Bill Davis (Field)

05-03—Januvary 15, 2005—0ak Harbor Search for missing 15 YOF (T/A)
The body of the missing girl was found on Friday, January 14, 2005 when the prime suspect led

detectives to the burial sight behind the suspect’s grandfather’s home, and the mission was a turnaround.

05-04—January 16, 2005—Rattlesnake Ridge at Exit 27, Hiker with an injured ankle. {T/A)

SMR was paged to assist an injured hiker on the west end of Rattlesnake Ridge but the subject
was able to hobble out the one mile to the trailhead with the help of her friends before rescuers could arrive
on the scene and the mission was a turnaround. SMR member Dave Rusho arrived at the trailhead in the
“Blue” truck just as the subject was leaving the area.

05-05—January 17, 2005—Mount 5i, Hiker with Medical Problems

SMR was paged at [543 to help rescue a 57 year old male who had suffered a seizure near the one
mile mark on the main Mount Si trail. Eastside Fire and Rescue was first on scene and was aided by
several SMR members (who arrived somewhat later) to carry the subject out to the trail head.

05-06—January 23 & 24, 2005—Scenic Hot Springs near Stevens Pass, Missing Hiker

Apparently, a husband and wifz went to the hot springs and left their kid at home with a
babysitter. While at the hot springs the husband proceeded to drink too much alcohol. The wife, leaving
her husband in the care of two other hikers o she could hike to their car and drive to Skykomish to call
their babysitter. She returns to the trailhead and discovers the other hikers had returned to the parking lot
without her husband. They also claim to have no idea who she is or who her husband is. She panics, and
goes up the trail looking for him. He is no where to be found. She finds another hiker with a cell phone to
call 91 1.

After SMR, the KCSO and other units respond, the lost man 1s found, contacted at home by a
deputy. How he got there is still a mystery. Maybe even to him self. A quick debrief is done and all
personnel are dismissed.

SMR Participants: Jonas Bean (ITOL), Timmy Williams (Base OL), Debbie Wick, John Wick
and Doug Hutton (Field).




05-07—February 10 & 11, 2005—Money Creek Area, Stevens Pass, Overdue Hikers

A young couple planned to drive to Taylor River, up the middle fork road (Snoqualmie River),
and day hike over to Money Creek camp ground. (a total hike of about 16 miles). Parents of the male
subject were to pick them up that evening. When they didn’t show up the parents called 911,

King County paged ESAR, 4x4, et al., but not SMR, at 2230 on 2/10/05 for “lost hikers in the
Money Creek area”. Josh Ferris initially picks up being ITOL then hands it offto Garth Bruce and heads
up to Base located at Money Creek camp ground.

The father hikes up the trail and finds his son and his son’s girl friend (upper end of Lake
Dorothy). He then hikes down with his son, leaving the girl. The father then hikes back up the trail with
some supplies for the girl. SMR arrives at Base and hikes up the trail to the girl and father. SMR team
gives the girl some dry clothes, after removing her wet and frozen clothing. Then SMR mem ber Anschell
gives her a “piggy back” ride down the 4 miles to Base. The mission is completed around 0300 on 2/11/05.

Editor’s note: This was not the first time for the “Anschell Evacuation Method”. On July 238,
2002, Russell carried an injured female hiker on his back for § of the 18 miles (to the trailhead) on the
Sujattle River Trail near Glacier Peak.

SMR Participants: Garth Bruce (ITOL), Russell Anschell, Bree Loeween, Josh Ferris (Field)

05-08—February 11, 2005—Mud Mountain Dam Area, Eunumclaw, Fallen Hiker

SMR was paged at 1430 on Friday 2/11/05 to help rescue a “seriously injured climber” who had
fallen near Mud Mountain Dam which is located just east of Eunumeclaw. SMR responded with members
Anschell. Loween, Staton, Allen, Hangariner and Rusho who was driving the “Big Blue™ truck. Arriving at
rescue base near Mud Mountain Dam it was discovered that the “climber™ was actually a 30 year old
female hiker who had fallen over a 300 foot ¢liff while attempting to rescue her dog which had fallen and
landed on a ledge some 15 feet below the cliff. She lowered herself over the cliff by hanging onto a tree
which gave way and she landed on the ledge but it did not stop her and she did not survive the fall. Pierce
County sheriff deputies determined that raising the subject to the top of the cliff was too dangerous and
contacted MAST who flew their helicopter to the site and landed and recovered the body. The dog was
unhurt and was rescued.

SMR Participants: Gartih Bruce (ITOL), Russell Anschell, Scoit Staton, Bree Loeween, Steve
Allen and Karl Hangartner (Field), Dave Rusho (Truck Driver),

15-09—February 12, 2005—Squak Mountain North Side, Injured Hiker

The subject was walking on the Mine Trail when she stepped on a slippery log, twisted her ankle
and fell to the ground. She heard an audible crack during the fall,

Eastside Fire (ESF) received a callout at 1252, King County Sherift received a request to assist at
1315. SMR was paged at 1332

Seth Brothers was notified by a 4x4 member who heard the callout on ESF radio. He called
Garth Bruce the ITOL who put out a heads up page. Seth also called Russell Anschell who left his house
immediately for the trailhead. In route Russell called Bree Loeween who grabbed the litter and wheel from
Seth’s truck and headed for the trailhead, With the early notifications Doug Caley, Russell and Bree all
arrived at the trailhead within 10 minutes of the call. By leaving from the upper trailhead the evac was
limited to about a 10 minute walk. SMR arrived at the patient about 5 minutes behind ESF, splinted the
patient’s leg, packaged her and started the evac. A short 10 minutes later the patient was loaded into the
waiting aid car and the mission was completed.

SMR Participants: Garth Bruce {ITOL), Russell Anschell, Bree Loeween, Steve Allen, Geoff
Ferguson (Field), Doug Caley (Field OL)

05-10—Febroary 25/ 26, 2005—Commonwealth Basin, Missing Hiker

SMR was paged at 2100 on 2/25 to assist in the search for a missing 20 year old female
hiker/camper about 2 miles up Commonwealth Basin just north of Snoqualmie Pass.

The search was concentrated in the Commonwealth Creek drainage at the PLS about ' mile north
of the subject’s campsite (3500 feet). She was with a group of her co-workers who had decided to hike up
to a saddle on Guye Peak where an upper campsite had been established at 4500 feet by another group of
their co-workers. The subject was reported to have turned around at 1600 and headed back down to the
lower campsite where her tent and overnight gear were located. When her companions returned to the
lower campsite and were unable to locate her they called for help.




























